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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN 
CANABAE/MUNICIPIUM SEPTIMIUM 
APULENSE-SOUTHERN SECTOR

Abstract: A preventive archaeological survey of the southern sector of the civil 
settlement developed near the Castrum of Apulum has revealed vestiges that 
reveal a dense habitation, in three stages, between the second half of the sec-
ond century and the third century AD. The third-century habitation shows the 
expansion to the south of the settlement that was urbanised at the end of the 
second century AD., in the time of Septimius Severus. The Severan dynasty is 
probably the most prosperous period in the history of Roman Dacia. Due to the 
fidelity of the legions XIII Gemina and V Macedonica in the long civil war waged 
against Pescenius Niger and Clodius Albinus the civil settlements developed 
around the Apulum and Potaissa legionary fortresses, along with other impor-
tant settlements of Dacia such as Porolissum, Ampelum, Tibiscum and Dierna 
were urbanized. In addition to the rather common archaeological material, a 
torso of a votive statuette representing Dionysus/Liber Pater was recovered—a 
genuine import piece most likely brought through trade, probably from Asia 
Minor, similar to the other sculptural masterpieces of the god discovered in 
the well-known sanctuary erected in the first city of Apulum, colonia Aurelia 
Apulensis, located beneath the modern Partoș district of Alba Iulia. The discov-
ery of clay oil lamps with the marks (Firmalampen) Atimetus, Festus, Fronto 
and Strobilus shows once again the development of oil lamp production in the 
Apulum urban centre. A fragment from a zoomorphic fibula in the form of a 
rooster shows cultural influences from the Western world, Britannia or Gallia, 
or even a colonisation. It is the only fibula of this type discovered in Apulum. 
Last but not least, a few beef bones and a deer horn with traces of cutting and 
grinding attest to the existence of the third workshop for bone and horn pro-
cessing in the civil settlement near the fortification, dated to the last quarter of 
the second century AD.

Keywords: canabae/municipium Septimium Apulense, rescue archaeological 
research, urban settlement, Roman building

I. INTRODUCTION

The preventive archaeological research took place in the spring of 2024, 
in an area particularly rich in archaeological remains—more precisely, in 
the southern sector of the civilian settlement (canabae) that developed near 
the fortress of the XIII Gemina legion, which was granted municipal status 
after AD 197 (municipium Septimium Apulense)1 (Pl. I/1). The location is on 
Izvorului street, no. 5A, 550 m south of the Roman camp (Pl. I/2).

A polygonal surface, designated as Sp 1, was laid out, measuring 15.75 × 
12.6 metres (Pl. II/1–2; III/1; VII/1–2), along with a 4 × 3 metre excavation 

1  OTA 2012, 133–140; CIULAVU/BLEOANCĂ 2018, 171–218.
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(Pl.  VII/3–4). Within surface Sp 1, wall foundations from 
two buildings were identified, along with a pathway and 
15 sunken complexes. Excavation 1 is 4  ×  3  m in size. It 
was located to the south of surface Sp 1 (Pl.  II/1–2; III/1). 
Fragments of roof tiles and a floor made of opus signinum 
were discovered at a depth of 0.25  m, across a length of 
2.3 m. Here, the locations where the hypocaust pillars were 
installed can be observed. The ditch following the disman-
tling of wall Z5 is visible to the south. After removing the 
tiles and researching the layer, sterile soil was observed at a 
depth of 0.55 m.

II. DESCRIPTION OF COMPLEXES

Cx.  1. A pit, outlined at a depth of 0.6 metres, extends 
down to a depth of 2.6 metres below the current walking 
surface. Upon outlining, it appeared as a patch of yellow 
soil in which Roman-period tegular materials were visible. 
It had a circular shape with a diameter of 1.5 m and straight 
walls. From a depth of 2 m, the walls of the pit are slightly 
collapsed, which led to the emptying of the pit to a depth 
of 2.6 m. The fill is made of yellow soil, bounded by lenses 
of black soil. Tegular materials and ceramic materials, frag-
ments from clay pots and fragments from glass vessels were 
observed only in the upper part of the pit (Pl. V/1–4).

Cx. 4. Rectangular pit with dimensions of 1.1 × 0.8 m. It 
was outlined at a depth of 0.8 m and deepens to 1.1 m below 
the current walking surface. When sectioned, two levels of 
filling made of black soil and black soil mixed with yellow soil 
were observed. Very little Roman-era ceramic material has 
been discovered inside the pit. It predates the Roman build-
ing attested by Z1, Z2 and Z5.

Cx. 5. Pit, outlined at a depth of 0.6 m, deepens to a depth 
of 2.8  m from the current walking surface. At the time of 
outlining, it appeared as a patch of yellow soil containing 
Roman-period tegular materials. It had a circular shape 
with a diameter of 1.1 m and straight walls. From a depth of 
2.4 m, the walls of the pit are slightly collapsed, which led to 
the emptying of the pit to a depth of 2.8 m. The fill is made of 
yellow soil, to a depth of 1.6 m, then black soil. Tegular mate-
rials and ceramic materials were observed only in the lower 
part of the pit. It partially affects the Z4 complex.

Cx.  9. Oval-shaped pit with dimensions of 1.2  ×  0.9  m, 
outlined at a depth of 0.8 m, deepens up to 1.1 m from the 
current walking surface. When sectioned, a single level was 
observed, made of black soil. The bottom of the pit and the 
walls are irregular. The inventory consists of very few archae-
ological materials from the Roman era.

Cx. 11. Small kiln, partially captured in the western pro-
file of the surface, on dimensions of 1 × 0.7 m, at -0.55 m and 
extends down to 0.95 metres. The kiln is built upon the ster-
ile yellow soil. The dome is made of yellow clay and is 0.4 m 
thick. The furnace plate is slightly carved out, is 5 cm thick 
and is made of yellow soil. When sectioned, it was found that 
there was only one level of fill, made of black soil mixed with 
ash and very few Roman-era ceramic materials (Pl. VI.3–4).

Cx.  13. Circular pit, with a diameter of 1.1  m, outlined 
at a depth of 0.8  m, with a maximum depth of 3  m, from 
the current walking surface. When sectioned, the exis-
tence of two levels of fill was observed, made of black soil 
mixed with gravel and black soil mixed with ash. Roman-era 
ceramic materials and Roman-era building materials were 
discovered in the fill of the pit. The pit has straight walls. At 
the bottom of the pit, intense burning of the base and walls 
can be observed. It partially affects the complex Cx. 6 and is 
affected by Cx. 12 and a lair. The emptying was carried out up 
to a depth of 3m, at a depth of 2.6 m, the natural gravel layer 
was observed. The walls of the pit have collapsed on the west 
side of the pit. It dates to the Roman period; it overlaps Z3.

Cx.  14. Large pit, observed at a depth of 0.5  m, in the 
central area of the surface. It is overlaid by the Z1 wall and 
by the alley arranged next to it, made of two rows of bricks, 
which led to its partial research. It was outlined immediately 
below the arable level and had dimensions of 10.3 × 5.6 m, 
of which 10.3  ×  3.6  m were surveyed. In the central zone, 
from a depth of 1.8 m, two pits were outlined that extend to 
2.8 m; the pits have identical stratigraphy (Pl. IV). The com-
plex was divided into four quadrants, with two cross profiles 
being made. The stratigraphy is uniform to a depth of 1.8 m, 
and five levels of fill are observed. Roman period archaeo-
logical materials have been observed throughout the depth 
(Pl.  III/2). A bronze coin from Antoninus Pius was discov-
ered at the top of the pit. Bone needles and also four long 
bone fragments with traces of processing were discovered 
at different depths. This prompts us to consider the possi-
bility of a bone processing workshop. The ceramic material 
is diverse and includes both fragments of pots of common 
pottery and glazed pottery. Two oil lamps with a complete 
stamp were identified, one bearing the mark ATIMETVS, the 
other STROBILVS. It is superimposed by the Z1 wall and the 
alley arranged outside the wall.

Cx.  15. Rectangular pit, observed with dimensions of 
2x1.7 m, at a depth of 0.8 m and extends down to 2.2 m from 
the current walking surface. The filler is made of five layers; 
it consists, north-south, of: black soil mixed with ash to a 
depth of 1.2 m; burn to a depth of 1.35 m; black soil mixed 
with burn, to the maximum depth of the pit. On the west 
side of the pit, there are two layers 0.4 m thick, made of black 
soil and black soil mixed with burnt materials. The inventory 
consists of Roman-era ceramic material, fragments of glass 
vessels and osteological material. A fragment of a support 
used for holding glazed vessels during the firing process was 
identified (Pl. III/2–3).

Cx. 16. Circular pit, with a diameter of 1.6 m, at a depth of 
0.8 m and extends down to 2.1 m from the current walking 
surface. The fill is made of four tiers: black soil mixed with 
ash; yellow soil mixed with black soil; black soil mixed with 
burnt materials, and black soil mixed with yellow (Pl. III/4; 
VI/1–2). The inventory consists of Roman-era ceramic 
material.

Cx.  17. Circular pit with a diameter of 0.9  m. It was 
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outlined inside the Cx.  14 complex and was emptied to a 
depth of 3.4 m, from the current walking surface. Inside the 
pit were discovered Roman-era archaeological materials, and 
a vessel that could be completed was found. Overlaps pit 
Cx. 14.

Cx. 18. Alley made of Roman bricks, in the northern part 
of the Z1 wall. It is composed of two rows of bricks, laid on 
a thin bed of gravel. It was best preserved in the area where 
it was compacted in the pit. It was found at a depth of 0.5 m 
and has a width of 0.8 m. The palm print is visible on one of 
the bricks in the alley.

A Roman building, in which Z1 and Z2 (in Sp 1) and Z5 (in 
Trench 1) were uncovered, overlaps a large pit, designated 
Cx. 14. A brick alley (Cx. 18) was identified near Z1.

Z1 is located in the central part of the surface, over pit 
Cx.  14, which led to its tilt; oriented E-W; dimensions: 
length – 9 m, width – 0.6 m; height – 0.3 m. It was observed 
at a depth of 0.3 m, being affected by agricultural work. It is 
made of river stones, small blocks of limestone and tegular 
material bound with mortar. In the western area, it was com-
pacted in the pit. Across a length of 2 meters, only the gravel 
arrangement for the foundation of the wall was observed. 
The foundation bed is 0.2 m thick, and it is wider than the 
wall by 0.2 m.

Z2 is located in the central part of the surface, being ori-
ented NE-SW; dimensions: length – 0.6 m; width – 0.45 m. 
Made of river stones bound with mortar, it is a compartment 
wall almost entirely destroyed by post-Roman interventions. 
It was built on a gravel bed 0.2 m thick.

Z3. Foundation bed for a wall foundation, observed at a 
depth of 0.6 m; dimensions: length – 4.6 m; width – 0.5 m; 
height – 0.1-0.15 m; is superimposed by CX. 13 (Pl. V/5).

Z4. Foundation bed for a wall foundation, observed at the 
depth of 0.6 m; dimensions: length – 1.9 m; width – 0.5 m; 
height – 0.1-0.15 m; oriented E-W; intersects with Z3, at a 
right angle; is superimposed by CX. 5 (Pl. V/5).

Z5. Foundation bed for a perimeter wall oriented E-W, 
parallel with Z1. It was part of the same building as Z1 and 
Z2; dimensions: length – 3.25 m, width – 0.7 m. 

Z1, Z2 and Z5 are part of an edifice called Building I, and 
Z3 and Z4 are part of an edifice called Building II, whose sur-
face continues on the adjoining property, where it was sur-
veyed in 2017 by F. Ciulavu and M. Bleoancă2.

III. ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL

III.1. Coins3

1. Sestertius Antoninus Pius, Inv. no. 9184, discovered in 
Sp 1, Cx. 14 (Pl. X/6).

2  CIULAVU/BLEOANCĂ 2018, 171–219.
3  The coins identification was carried out by our colleague Ovidiu-Maxim 
Oargă, PhD., to whom we would like to extend our gratitude in this manner.

Obv: Laureate head facing right.
ANTONINUS AVG PI–VS PP TR P COS III
Rv: Felicitas or Pax (?); Branch and the horn of plenty (?) 

(hardly legible)
140–143 AD.

2. Denarius Antoninus Pius: Marcus Aurelius (Caesar), 
discovered in enclosure 1 (Pl. X/7).

Obv: Marcus Aurelius’ head to the right, Inv. no. 9186
AVRE [LIVS CAES. ANTON. AVG. PII F]
Spes advances to the left; holds a flower in his right hand, 

and with his left hand holds his garment
Rv: TR. POT. XII COS. II
RIC 476/89
Years 157–158 AD.

3. As Marcus Aurelius: Faustina II (Augusta), discovered 
in Sp 1, Cx. 14, Inv. no. 9185 (Pl. X/8).

Obv: FAUSTINA AUGUSTA.  Bust of Faustina II to the 
right, with wavy hair caught in a bun at the back

Rv: Juno? who stands to the left, holds in his right hand 
the patera and in his left hand the sceptre, at his feet on the 
left side is a peacock

RIC 1647/345
Years 161–175 AD.

III.2. Bronze artefacts
1. Zoomorphic fibula, in the form of a rooster; fragmen-

tary; fitted with an eight-coil spring; only the “tail” of the 
bird and the spring are preserved; discovered in Sp 1, at -0.5 
m; dimensions: length – 2.2 cm, width – 1.7 cm (Pl. IX/1).

These fibulae are found mostly in the western provinces, 
Britannia and Gallia. They are also found in the barbarian 
world. It is part of the type 22h Cociș and 29a21 Feugère4, 
which has the body in the form of a rooster. They circulated 
in the second century AD. Such artefacts are found in Dacia, 
at Bandu de Câmpie5, in Pannonia Superior at Wiener-
Neustadt, Carnuntum6, Vindobona7, in Britannia8 and 
Gallia9.

2. Belt end, consisting of a middle ring and a rod with a 
rivet at the top; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 3 (complex dated in 
the 10th–11th centuries), at -0.7 m; size: L–7.9 cm; ring diametre 
– 1.1 cm (Pl. IX/3).

Analogues of this type of artefact are discovered quite 
often. Thus, we have the discoveries from Potaissa – the ther-
mae of the legionary fortress10, Micia – pagus11, Apulum – 
municipium Septimium Apulense, colonia Aurelia Apulensis 

4  FEUGÈRE 1985, 388.
5  COCIȘ 2004, 116, 118–119, Pl. CII/1432.
6  MATOUSCHEK/NOWAK 1985–1986, 135–136, nos. 1–3, Tafel 15.
7  SCHMID 2010, 59, 124, Taf. 40, no. 320.
8  BAYLEY/BUTCHER 2004, 174–175, T214; MACKRETH 2011, nos. 8012, 
14798, Pl. 126.
9  FEUGÈRE 1985, 388.
10  FODOREAN 2019, 276, nos. 3–4, Pl. LXXIV.
11  PETCULESCU 2024, 408, Pl. 5/35.
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and the southern necropolis12, Porolissum13 and Slăveni14. 
They are dated after the Marcomannic Wars until at least the 
mid-third century. AD.15 J. Oldenstein dates them between 
the end of the second century. mid-third century AD., in 
the Rhine limes area16. Their number is much higher than in 
Germany and Raetia17.

3. Hairpin with a conical head, almost complete, with a 
broken tip; uncovered in Sp 1, at -0.5 m; dimensions: length 
– 11.1  cm (Pl.  IX/4). Very similar analogues are in colonia 
Aurelia Apulensis, on Gemenilor street18.

It is a common artefact, very often discovered in Roman 
sites. Close analogues are in colonia Aurelia Apulensis19, 
municipium Septimium Apulense20, Ulpia Traiana 
Sarmizegetusa21, Porolissum22.

4. Ring/link with simple bar, with a circular section; 
shows a slight protuberance; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 2 (com-
plex dated in the 10th–11th centuries), at –1.85 m (Pl. IX/2). 
It has a secondary context of discovery.

It is a common artefact, very often discovered in Roman 
sites. Good analogues are found in Apulum – colonia 
Aurelia Apulensis23, municipium Septimium Apulense24, 
Praetorium consularis25, Micia, pagus26, Ulpia Traiana 
Sarmizegetusa27, Potaissa -the baths of the legionary for-
tress28 and Porolissum29.

III.3. Ceramics
Building material
1. Roman brick with the trace of a right palm made before 

burning; dimensions: 38 × 29 × 4 cm (Pl. VI/5; X/9).

Pottery
1. Cup with a single handle, made of coarse grey-black 

fabric containing sand, with a part of the slightly flared rim 
missing (Pl. VIII/1), was discovered in Cx 17 at a depth of 
–3.5 m; its dimensions are 11.1 cm in height, 7.3 cm in rim 
diameter, 3.5 cm in base diameter, and 10.8 cm in maximum 
diameter. It is part of type II/9 Nikolić-Đorđević concerning 
the Singidunum, Moesia Superior30 discoveries, and Type 
4 Popilian, and its close analogues are found in Dacia at 

12  BOUNEGRU/OTA 2010, 444, Fig. 5/6–8; CIUGUDEAN 2021, 218, nos. 
14–17, Pl. IX/14–17.
13  GUDEA 1989, 657, nos. 31–37, Pl. CCXII.
14  TUDOR ET alii 2011, 204, no. 350, Pl. LVIII.
15  PETCULESCU 2024, 408.
16  OLDENSTEIN 1977, 150.
17  CIUGUDEAN 2021, 178.
18  DAU 2008, nos. 23–24; LUX 2011, nos. 9–10.
19  DAU 2008, nos. 23–24.
20  BOUNEGRU/OTA 2010, 441, Fig. 5/13.
21  ALICU et alii 1995, 108, no. 724, Pl. 39.
22  GUDEA 1989, 718, nos. 15–16, Pl. CCXLV.
23  DAU 2008, no. 10; LUX 2011, no. 112.
24  BOUNEGRU/OTA 2010, 441, Fig. 5/12; OTA 2012, 162, Annexes VI/no. 
5; 158, Annex I, no. 20, Pl. XVII/3.
25  LUX 2011, nos. 111, 115, 126.
26  PETCULESCU 2024, 414, no. 58, Pl. 7.
27  ALICU et alii 1994, 101, Pl. 29/633–636.
28  NEMETI 2019, 287–288, nos. 1–5, pl. LXXXXI/6–10.
29  GUDEA 1989, 712–713, Pl. CCXLIII/1–35.
30  NIKOLIĆ-ĐORĐEVIĆ 2000, 69.

Sucidava, Drobeta, Romula and Bumbești31, Apulum, south-
ern necropolis (in a cremation tomb from Gordian III that 
contained a coin)32 and Slăveni33.

Oil lamps
1. complete monolychnis oil lamp, type VIII Loeschcke, 

made of brick-red, semi-fine fabric with traces of second-
ary burning, decorated on the disc with a rosette, featur-
ing a discoidal handle, a spout separated from the body by 
a bifid incised bar, and equipped with a wick insertion hole; 
its dimensions are 6.4 cm in length, 2.8 cm in base diameter, 
and 3.8 cm in height; it was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14 at a 
depth of -0.6 m (Pl. VIII/6).

2. fragmentary monolychnis oil lamp, with the disc and 
part of the spout missing, made of fine brick-red fabric 
with a red slip, featuring a border ornamented with simple 
protrusions, and bearing the mark Strobilus in the vari-
ant STROBILI; its dimensions are 9 cm in length, 4.3 cm in 
base diameter, 6.2 cm in reservoir diameter, and 3.2 cm in 
height; it was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth of –1.1 m 
(Pl. VIII/2).

3. fragmentary monolychnis oil lamp, type X Loeschcke, 
made of semi-fine brick-red fabric with a red slip, with part of 
the reservoir and the disc missing, featuring a border orna-
mented with simple protrusions, and bearing the Atimetus 
mark in the variant ATIMETI; its dimensions are 10.3 cm in 
length, 4.8 cm in base diameter, and 3.4 cm in height; it was 
discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth of –1.6 m (Pl. VIII/3).

4. fragmentary monolychnis oil lamp, made of semi-fine 
brick-red paste, with part of the reservoir preserved, featur-
ing a barely legible stamp, and bearing the Festus mark in 
the variant FEST[I]; its dimensions are 7.2 cm in length and 
3.3 cm in height; it was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth 
of –1.6 m (Pl. VIII/5).

5. fragmentary monolychnis lamp, made of fine brick-red 
paste, with a barely legible mark – FRO[NTO F]; its dimen-
sions are 5.3 cm in length and 2.3 cm in height; it was discov-
ered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth of –2 m (Pl. VIII/4).

6. fragmentary monolychnis oil lamp, type X Loeschcke, 
made of fine red paste with a red slip, with the disc and bor-
der preserved, the latter ornamented with a bifid protrusion 
and two simple protrusions; its dimensions are 7.2  cm in 
length and 5.6 cm in disc diameter; it was discovered in Sp 1, 
Cx. 14, at a depth of –1.8 m (Pl. VIII/7).

7. Ivy leaf-shaped oil lamp handle (palma), with dorsal aial 
crest; fragmentary; made of red fine paste with a red slip; its 
dimensions are 5.6 × 5.3 cm; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at 
–1.8 m (Pl. VIII/10).

8. Oil lamp ring-shaped handle; fragmentary; made of 

31  POPILIAN 1976, 107, Pl. LVII/665–679.
32  BOLOG 2017, M242, 48, Pl. 58, 51, Pl. 60, 70, Pl. 71, 113, Pl. 92.
33  TUDOR et alii 2011, 176, nos. 107–108, Pl. XXV.
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grey paste; its dimensions are 4.8 × 3.5 cm, orifice diameter 
0.6 cm; passim.

9. fragmentary oil lamp rim, with a bifid protrusion pre-
served, made of fine brick-red paste; its length is 4.9 cm; it 
was discovered in Cx. 1, at a depth of –2.4 m (Pl. VIII/9).

10. fragmentary oil lamp border, with a bifid protrusion 
and part of the spout preserved, made of fine red paste; its 
length is 7 cm; it was discovered in Cx. 1, at a depth of –2.4 m 
(Pl. VIII/8).

Atimetus’ works are found in northern Italy, in Rome and 
Pompeii from the second half of the first century onwards, 
and his stamp was copied in many places throughout the 
Empire, being used until the first half of the 2nd century 
AD34. We find copies of lamps bearing this mark in Dacia in 
contexts datable in the 2nd century in numerous sites such 
as Apulum35, Romula, Potaissa, Napoca, Micia and Ulpia 
Traiana Sarmizegetusa36.

Festus’ officina is located in northern Italy37, and in 
Dacia it is found only in contexts from the 2nd century 
AD. at Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Tibiscum, Porolissum, 
Ampelum, Micia etc38. The dating of some lamps from 
Apulum in the first half of the third century AD, as proposed 
by C.  L.  Băluță39 must be viewed with reservation because 
the context of discovery has not been published.

Oil lamps with the mark of Fronto are very rare, hav-
ing been discovered so far in only a few settlements in 
Dacia: Apulum – colonia Aurelia Apulensis40, Ulpia Traiana 
Sarmizegetusa41, Corpadea, and Cristești42. The original 
officina was located in northern Italy, and oil lamps with this 
mark were spread to other provinces43. Our artefact is the 
first from the municipium Septimium Apulense and is dated 
according to the context of discovery in the final quarter of 
the 2nd century AD.

The manufacturer Strobilus began his work in northern 
Italy during the Flavian dynasty44. Its stamps continued 
to be copied until the 4th century AD., being quite wide-
spread in the Empire. In Dacia, it is often found in Apulum, 
Tibiscum, Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Napoca, Potaissa, 
Micia, Slăveni etc45.

The three stamped oil lamps discovered by us were found 
in a large domestic pit – Cx. 14 – alongside two coins from 
Antoninus Pius and Faustina II, which date the archaeo-
logical complex to the last quarter of the 2nd century. This 

34  BUCHI 1975, 9–10.
35  We have reservations about the context dated during the Severan dynasty 
by C. L. Băluță (BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 15).
36  ALICU 1994, 16; BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 15; BOCAN/NEAGU 2015, 138–130, 
nos. 14, 19–20, Pl. III/14, IX/3–4.
37  BUCHI 1975, 61.
38  BENEA 1990, 148, nos. 51–52; ALICU 1994, 21; BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 67–68; 
BOCAN/NEAGU 2015, 141, no. 24, Pl. IV/24.
39  BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 67.
40  BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 97–98.
41  ALICU 1994, 73.
42  BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 97–98.
43  BUCHI 1975, 94.
44  BUCHI 1975, 147–148.
45  BENEA 1990, 150; ALICU 1994, 32, BĂLUȚĂ 2003, 162; TUDOR et alii 
2011, 184, Pl. XL/182; BOCAN/NEAGU 2015, 143, no. 34, Pl. V/34.

confirms the period of circulation of oil lamps bearing the 
marks Atimetus and Festus during the second century AD.

Votive terracottas
1. votive statuette of Genius46 Cucullatus, made of fine 

brick-red paste, with only the back portion preserved; it was 
discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 17, at a depth of –3 m; its dimensions 
are 14.5 cm in height, and the base measures 6.3 × 4.7 cm 
(Pl. VIII/1).

Terracotta analogues of this deity are present at Apulum 
in the municipium Septimium Apulense47, Porolissum48 
and Valea Chintăului (villa rustica from the territory of the 
city of Napoca)49 in Roman Dacia. A lead statuette recently 
discovered near Tomis represents a beautiful analogy50. It is 
a deity originating from the Celtic world, a protector of child-
hood, fertility, that also has healing properties. It is spread 
from Britannia and Gallia to Asia Minor (due to the Galati 
tribe). It is less often encountered in Dacia and Pannonia51.

Toys
1. a small wheel from a toy, made of brick-red paste, 

which could have belonged to a horse-shaped toy, with or 
without a rider, or a miniature cart; its maximum diameter 
is 8.9  cm, with a hole diameter of 1.6  cm; it was discov-
ered in Sp 1, Cx.  15, at a depth of –2.2 m; five spokes are 
visible (Pl. VIII/12). It is a common item, frequently found 
in Roman sites across the Empire; several analogies are 
found at Apulum, from the old collections of the Alba Iulia 
museum52, in the extramural area north of the municipium 
Septimium Apulense53, in the southern necropolis, most 
likely from a domestic refuse pit where several filling lay-
ers were identified54, as well as in Potaissa, Cristești, Ulpia 
Traiana Sarmizegetusa55, and Porolissum56.

III.4. Bone artefacts 
Hair pins
1. Hairpin with a spherical head, almost whole; Type 

1.1 Ciugudean; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; with a length of 
10 cm, the diameter of the head is 0.7 cm (Pl. IX/5).

2. Hairpin with a spherical head, almost whole; discovered 
in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth of 0.9 m; Type 1.1 Ciugudean; with 
a length of 8.9 cm and the diameter of the head of 0.7 cm 
(Pl. IX/6).

3. Hairpin with a spherical head, complete; type 1.1 
Ciugudean; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 15, at a depth of 1.7 m; 

46  The iconography is difficult to establish. In some works such statuettes 
are considered as belonging to Telesphorus. See GRANDJOUAN 1961, 75, 
nos. 943, 949, 954, Plate 27; VARGA 2016.
47  ANGHEL et alii 2011, 55–56, nos. 56, 58.
48  GUDEA 1989, 514, no. 15, pl. CIX/15.
49  ENE 2014, 133, no. 25.
50  PETCU/PETCU-LEVEI 2024, 377–378, Fig. 3.
51  ANTAL 2016, 6; PETCU/PETCU-LEVEI 2024, 382–383.
52  ANGHEL et alii 2011, 81, 85–86, nos. 109–110, 120–123.
53  OTA et alii 2021, 367, 372, nos. 24–25, 27, Fig. 9.
54  BOLOG 2017, 124, 241.
55  ENE 2014, 270–271, nos. 427–434, Pl. 44.
56  GUDEA 1989, Pl. CVII/3.
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with a length of 10.4 cm, and the diameter of the head of 
0.4 cm (Pl. IX/7).

4. Hairpin with a conical head, fragmentary; type 1.2 
Ciugudean; discovered in Sp 1, at a depth of 0.6 m, in the 
culture layer; with a length of 10.3 cm (Pl. IX/8).

5. Hairpin with a conical head, fragmentary; type 1.2 
Ciugudean; discovered in Sp 1, Cx.  14; with a length of 
8.4 cm (Pl. IX/9).

6. Hairpin with a conical head, fragmentary; type 1.2 
Ciugudean; discovered in Sp 1, Cx.  1, at a depth of 1.1 m; 
with a length of 6 cm (Pl. IX/10).

7. Hairpin, fragmentary; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a 
depth of 1.7 m; with a length of 5.6 cm (Pl. IX/11).

Hairpins come in two types: with a spherical head or a 
conical one. They are common types in Roman settlements 
throughout the Empire. Several analogues with the spheri-
cal head type 1.1 Ciugudean and II, variant 6 Gudea, Bajusz, 
are found in the cities of Apulum57, Porolissum58, Ulpia 
Traiana Sarmizegetusa59 and the Slăveni camp60. Conical-
headed analogues, which are part of type 1.2 Ciugudean 
and type I, variant 2 Gudea, Bajusz, are found in urban 
settlements at Apulum61, Porolissum62 and Ulpia Traiana 
Sarmizegetusa63.

Sewing needles
1. complete sewing needle, with a rounded head and an 

eye shaped like the number 8, type II, variant 2 Ciugudean; it 
was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, at a depth of -0.9 m; its length 
is 12.7 cm (Pl. IX/12).

2. fragmentary sewing needle, with the head broken; its 
length is 8.6 cm; it was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14 (Pl. IX/13).

Sewing needles are common household utensils in Roman 
settlements throughout the Empire, so there is no need to 
give analogies. We used the typology put forward by Daniela 
Ciugudean almost three decades ago for the Apulum arte-
facts. Thus, the piece preserved in its entirety is part of type 
II, which has the eye in the shape of the figure 8, variant 2, 
with a rounded head64.

III.5. Glass
1. glass bead, green in colour; it was discovered in Sp 1, 

Cx. 14, at a depth of –2.1 m; its maximum diameter is 1.4 cm, 
height 1.2 cm, and the hole diameter is 0.5 cm; the body of 
the bead features vertical grooves (Pl. X/1).

It belongs to the type X Benea, shaped like a”melon”. At 

57  CIUGUDEAN 1997, 18, 53–55, pl. II/1–4, 7–8, 10–17, III/21–23; OPREA 
2015, 153, Pl. II/24–33.
58  GUDEA/BAJUSZ 1990–1991, 85, 96–97, Fig. 1, Pl. XIV–XV.
59  ALICU/NEMEȘ 1982, 352, Pl. I/1, 5–7; ALICU et alii 1994, Pl. 56/815–
816, 822.
60  TUDOR et alii 2011, 214–215, Pl. LXXXIV/463–464, 469.
61  CIUGUDEAN 1997, 19, 55–57, Pl. IV/9, 12- 13, OPREA 2015, 152–153, 
Pl. I/12–20, Pl. II/21–23.
62  GUDEA/BAJUSZ 1990–1991, 84, Fig. 1, Pl. III–IV.
63  ALICU ET alii 1994, Pl. 56/815–816, 822.
64  CIUGUDEAN 1997, 31, Pl. XV/6, 9–10.

Tibiscum, they were found in the vicus’ early habitation 
level, dated to the time of Trajan-Hadrian65. Beads of this 
type were spotted in the area of the southern necropolis at 
Apulum66, where the context of discovery is not specified, 
and at Porolissum67.

2. fragmentary glass/bowl, with part of the rim and body 
preserved; made of colourless glass; with a vertical profile 
and rounded rim; free-blown; its height is 3.3 cm; it was dis-
covered in Sp 1, Cx. 14, type 96 Isings68 (Pl. X/2).

These glasses/ hemispherical bowls have close analogues 
to Potaissa – the thermae of the legionary fortress69, 
Durostorum/Ostrov (Farm 4)70, the collection “Maria and 
Dr. George Severeanu”71, Cologne and Noviomagus72. 
Other glass artefacts are common, so we will not dwell on 
analogues.

3. fragmentary glass cup, with part of the circular base 
of the foot preserved; made of colourless, opaque glass; its 
length is 3.6 cm; it was discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 15, at a depth 
of –2 m (Pl. X/3).

4. fragmentary unguentarium, with part of the neck pre-
served; light green colour; it has a height of 6.3 cm; discov-
ered in Sp 1, Cx. 14 (Pl. X/4).

5. handle of a vessel, applied to the body through blow-
ing; made of colourless, translucent glass; the dimensions 
are 5.8 cm in height, 2.2 cm in length; discovered in Sp 1, 
Cx. 15, at a depth of –1.5 m (Pl. X/5).

A glass production workshop is attested in the north-
western area of the colony Aurelia Apulensis, inside a large 
building researched by Adalbert Cserni in 1911–1912. In 
the area of the sanctuary of Dionysos/Liber Pater, located 
nearby, glass debris has been found, which could confirm the 
existence of a glass-working workshop in the73 vicinity. It 
is known that three ceramic workshops named officina A, 
officina B and officina C operated near the said sanctuary74. 
Their furnaces could also be used by glass blowers. Another 
workshop most likely operated from the civil settlement 
(canabae), without being able to specify the exact place of dis-
covery. It is attested by a stone mould and a prismatic glass 
vessel base bearing the name of the same producer, M(arcus) 
Au(relius) Iustus. They were found in the latera praetorii 
sinistrum of the camp (the mould) during the demolition of 
a medieval church in 1898. The glass vessel was discovered to 
the northwest of the fort (most likely on Aurel Vlaicu street), 
but without a context of discovery75.

65  BENEA 2004, 157, 201, Fig. 31.
66  BOLOG 2017, 220, nos. 1654, 1656, Pl. 155.
67  GUDEA 1989, 753, nos. 14, 16, Pl. CCLXIV/14, 16; Pl. CCLXV, tip I.
68  ISINGS 1957, 113.
69  FÁBIÁN 2019, 255–256, nos. 1–14, Pl. LXII/10–13, LXIII/1–8.
70  BOȚAN/ELEFTERESCU 2018, 58, no. 52, Pl. XX/10a-b.
71  STREINU 2019, 83–84, no. 40, Pl. XIII/40.
72  ISINGS 1957, 113–114.
73  PÁNCZEL 2011, 178–182, nos. 1–16.
74  EGRI 2018, 116, fig. 3–4; ANGHEL 2023, 236/237, Pl. I, II/1.
75  IDR III/6, 425, 434.



212          Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology      No. 12–3/2025

Studies

III.6. Animal bones under processing76 (Pl. IX/14–17)
1. Cattle bone with cutting marks and polishing, in the 

course of being processed; fragment, discovered in Sp 1, 
Cx. 14; dimensions: length – 9.7 cm.

2. Cattle bone with cutting marks; it is polished all across 
its surface; fragment; in the course of being processed; dis-
covered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; dimensions: length–19 cm.

3. Cattle bone with cutting marks; fragment; in the course 
of being processed; discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; dimensions: 
length–17.3 cm.

4. deer horn; discovered in Sp 1, Cx.  14; dimensions: 
length–9 cm.

III.7. Dionysus/Liber Pater votive statuette 
A votive statuette made of marble depicting Dionysos/

Liber Pater, of which only the torso remains, was found in a 
secondary context (household pit Cx. 3/Sp 1) from the 10th–
11th centuries77.

IV. ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXTS

Three stages of Roman-era habitation have been identi-
fied. A first phase is represented by pit Cx. 14, inside which 
was discovered a complex inventory including two bronze 
coins, a sestertius from Antoninus Pius (138–161 AD.) and 
an as from Faustina II (161–175 AD.), which dates the com-
plex to the last quarter of the second century AD. The second 
stage is represented by a stone construction from the end 
of the second century or the beginning of the third century. 
Segments from two perimeter walls (Z1/Sp. 1 and Z5/Cas. 
1), oriented E-W, and a fragment from the partition wall 
(Z2/Sp. 1), oriented NNE-SSW, are preserved. This is called 
Building I.  The construction arrangement over the large 
pit resulted in the subsidence of the perimeter wall in the 
northern area. Nearby, to the west, Building II belongs to the 
same habitation phase. It consists of two walls (Z3 and Z4) 
of which only the foundation beds made of gravel have been 
preserved. In Box 1, with dimensions of 4 × 3 m, a floor made 
in the technique of opus signinum, on which the traces from 
the hypocaust pillars and the wall Z5, with a perimeter role, 
oriented E-V. They are part of the same stone construction 
related to the Z1 and Z2 walls, called Building I.

The third habitation stage includes the pits Cx. 1, Cx. 17, 
Cx. 5 and 13. Pit Cx. 17 overlaps the large complex Cx. 14. 
Pit Cx. 5 overlaps Z4, and the pit Cx. 13 overlaps Z3. Several 
Roman period complexes with very little material could 
not be included in any stage of the habitation: Cx. 4, Cx. 9, 
Cx. 11, Cx. 15, Cx. 16.

If we connect it to the discoveries in the adjoining prop-
erty made by F. Ciulavu and M. Bleoancă in 2017, we can say 
that the building from the west (Building II-Z 3 and Z4/Sp. 
1) is related to a wall in which a sestertius from Commodus, 
issued after 187 AD, had been embedded78, an aspect that 

76  We express our gratitude to colleague Alexandra-Paula Sicoe, PhD 
student at the University “1 Decembrie 1919” Alba Iulia, for the determina-
tions made on the osteological material being processed.
77  This votive statuette was proposed for publication to the editorial board 
of the yearbook Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis, 17, 2025.
78  CIULAVU/BLEOANCĂ 2018, 177, Pl. 14–17.

makes us consider a date at the end of the. second century 
AD. or the beginning of the third century AD. for Building II 
and probably for Building I.  If both constructions are con-
temporary, they could have belonged to the civil settlement 
(canabae) shortly before municipalisation, and continued 
to exist during the Severan dynasty. The presence of plas-
ter fragments, along with roofing tiles and tegulae in the 
household pit Cx. 1, indicates that the demolition of these 
buildings occurred during the third century AD., most likely 
towards the middle or its second half. Household pits Cx. 5 
and Cx. 13 overlaying Z4 and Z3, respectively, are part, along 
with pit Cx 1, of the last stage of Roman-era habitation.

Also, the buildings we discovered can be connected with 
other edifices investigated in 1995 and 1997 by the archae-
ologists from the Alba Iulia Museum on Izvorului and Dealul 
Furcilor streets Thus, we can state that Building I was aligned 
to the same street front as the L1 house investigated in 
199579 and the “small thermae” excavated in 199780. This 
street, oriented E-W (decumanus) intersects with another, 
oriented N-S (cardo), which passed by the mentioned ther-
mal edifice. More than a decade ago, we analysed the dating 
of the stone buildings investigated in 1995 and 1997, estab-
lishing that they had been built between the end of the sec-
ond century – first two decades of the third century AD81.

Some tibia fragments belonging to some cattle and a deer 
horn were recovered from the domestic pit Cx.  14, corre-
sponding to the first level of habitation. The visible traces 
of cutting and polishing on their surfaces indicate the exis-
tence of a bone-processing workshop in this area, which 
adds to those already known within the canabae settlement. 
Thus, three workshops are confirmed in this settlement: 
1. north of the camp, where animal bones were recovered 
during manufacturing during the municipal works of the 
early 1980s82; 2. in a building south-west of the camp, on “1 
Decembrie 1918” boulevard, near the college “Horea, Cloșca 
și Crișan”, were discovered numerous fragments of animal 
bones under processing, which led to the conclusion of the 
existence of a bone and horn processing workshop, dated 
from the second quarter of the third century AD.83, when the 
civil settlement near the camp received urban status; 3. the 
workshop we identified indirectly through the discovery of 
these bones in the course of processing.

The pits called Cx. 2, Cx. 3 and Cx. 13 are part of an early 
medieval settlement attested on Dealul Furcilor for a long 
time84.

V. CONCLUSIONS

Roman-period vestiges have been identified, distrib-
uted across three phases of habitation. The state of pres-
ervation is very poor, but some of the discovered artefacts 
hold significant documentary or artistic value. The first 
stage of habitation is dated to the last quarter of the sec-
ond century AD. The second stage is given by the existence 

79  CIOBANU/RODEAN 1997, 180.
80  CIOBANU et alii 2000, 296, 317, fig. 8–9; CIOBANU 2004.
81  OTA/BOUNEGRU 2009, 87–88.
82  CIUGUDEAN 1997, 50, 82, pl. XXXVII/4, XL/1.
83  CIUGUDEAN 2003, 278–279.
84  See a recent study: OTA et alii 2022.
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of two buildings marked Building I and II, dated to the turn 
of the second and third centuries AD.  The third stage cor-
responds to the middle or the second half of the third cen-
tury AD. Building I was aligned to the same street line as the 
stone dwelling L1 investigated in 1995, and with the bath 
building unveiled in 1997 by a team of archaeologists from 
the Alba Iulia Museum. It appears that following the grant-
ing of urban status to the canabae settlement after the year 
197, several stone buildings were constructed and the urban 
features were redefined to align with the settlement’s new 
urban status. The rare, even singular appearance at Apulum 
of a zoomorphic fibula fragment with a rooster-shaped body 
shows cultural influences coming from the western part of 
the Empire, from Gallia and Britannia. Although the enamel 
is no longer preserved on this fragment, it remains plausible 
that it belonged to a colonist originating from the aforemen-
tioned provinces. Found in a secondary context (a medieval 
pit), the white marble votive statuette of Dionysos/Liber 
Pater confirms the economic strength of the communities 
in this urban centre, their connections with the Hellenized 
regions of Asia Minor, and the vitality of this cult at Apulum 
and in Roman Dacia. The discovery of three fragments of cat-
tle bones and a deer horn with traces of cutting and grinding 
in the domestic pit Cx. 14 indicates the existence of the third 
bone and horn processing workshop in the civil settlement 
developed near the fort (canabae/municipium Septimium 
Apulense). The archaeological complex corresponds to the 
first phase of habitation, from the last quarter of the second 
century AD. The habitation from the third century AD. shows 
the extension of the civil settlement also to the south, at a 
distance exceeding 500 meters from the legionary fortress. 
Clay oil lamps bearing the stamps of Atimetus, Festus, 
Fronto, and Strobilus have been recovered. This confirms the 
large-scale production of oil lamps in the civilian settlement 
(canabae/ municipium Septimium Apulense) that developed 
around the castrum of the legion XIII Gemina.
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Pl. I. 1. Location of the Apulum site on a map of Roman Dacia (by V.-A. Lăzărescu; see Opreanu/Lăzărescu 2020, 
fig. 1); 2. Location of the archaeological research area with the marking of the Roman fortress.
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Pl. II. 1. Location of the research carried out on Izvorului Street: 1. No. 5C (Research conducted by G. Bounegru); 2. Alley from Izvorului Street 
(Research conducted by F. Ciulavu); 3. No. 5B (Research conducted by F. Ciulavu); 4. No. 5 (Research conducted by F. Ciulavu); 5. No. 5A (Research 
conducted by I. Lascu); 6. No. 7 (Research conducted by R. Ciobanu); 7. No. 9 (conducted by R. Ciobanu); II. 2. Plan of the archaeological research.
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Pl. III. 1. Western surface profile; 2. Northern profile of complexes Cx 14 and Cx 15; 3. Plan 
and profile of the complex Cx 15; 4. Plan and profile of the complex Cx 16.
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Pl. IV. Cx 14 complex when outlined and upon completion
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Pl. V. 1–4. details from the research of the Cx 1 Complex; 5. Walls Z3 and Z4 when outlined.
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Pl. VI. 1–2. Complex Cx 16 when outlined and upon completion; 3–4. Complex Cx 11 when outlined 
and upon completion; 5. Roman brick bearing the imprint of a palm, in situ.
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Pl. VII. 1–2. Surface Sp 1 upon completion; 3–4. Enclosure Cas 1 during research and upon completion.
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Pl. VIII. 1. Cup with a handle discovered in Sp. 1 Cx 17; 2. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 3. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, 
Cx. 14; 4. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 5. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 6. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 7. 
Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 8. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 9. Oil lamp discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 1; 10. Oil lamp 
discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 11. Votive statuette discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 17; 12. Wheel from a toy discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 15.
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Pl. IX. 1. Zoomorphic fibula discovered in the surface Sp 1; 2. Ring/link discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 2; 3. Belt end discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 3; 4. Hairpin 
with conical head discovered in Sp 1; 5. Hairpin with spherical head discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 6. Hairpin with spherical head discovered in Sp 

1, Cx. 14; 7. Hairpin with spherical head discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 15; 8. Hairpin with conical head discovered in Sp. 1; 9. Hairpin with conical 
head discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 10. Hairpin with conical head discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 1; 11. Fragmentary needle discovered in Sp. 1, Cx 14; 12. 

Sewing needle discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 13. Sewing needle discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14.; 14–17. Animal bones in the course of processing.
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Pl. X. 1. Glass bead discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 2. Fragmentary glass/bowl discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 3. Fragmentary glass discovered 
in Sp 1, Cx. 15; 4. Unguentarium discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 5. Container handle discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 15; 6. Coin discovered in Sp 

1, Cx. 14; 7. Currency discovered in Enclosure 1; 8. Coin discovered in Sp 1, Cx. 14; 9. Roman brick with the imprint of a palm.


